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Policy Statement for
Auditees Whose Records Have Been Destroyed by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita

Due to the catastrophic effects of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, it has come to my aftention that
some auditees, primarily local auditees, are nnable to provide the assurance detailed in the audit
law because of a loss of records due to the natural disasters of the aforementioned hurricanes.

In my capacity as Legislative Auditor, I am empowered by the Constitution to be the fiscal
advisor to the Legislature and to perform duties and functions relating to auditing fiscal records
of the state, its agencies, and political subdivisions. In this capacity, I have the authority to
compile financial statements and to examine, audit, or review the books and accounts of the state
treasurer, all public boards, commissions, agencies, departments, political subdivisions of the
state, public officials and employees, public retirement systems ...municipalities and all other
public or quasi-public agencies or bodies, hereinafler collectively referred to as the “auditee”
R.S. 24:513A(1)a). I exercise my responsibilities and duties through the employment of
professional persomnel in the unclassified service of the state and through the approval of the
engagements of licensed certified public accountants retained by auditees.

The audit law is specific in regard to the standards by which audits and reviews are to be
conducted by the Legislative Auditor and persons appointed by him or approved by him. The law
is, however, silent as regards the Legislative Auditor’s responsibilities for reporting when the
records of an agency have been destroyed as above described. However, the underlining premise
of the Constitution and audit law is that the Legislative Auditor is empowered to determine,
within generally accepted governmental auditing standards, the best manner of reporting in order
to render to the Legislature and the citizens of Louisiana a fair and accurate account of the fiscal
records of the state.

It is, therefore, my determination that when the Director of Advisory Services has concluded that
the records of an auditee have been totally or partially destroyed, the Director of Advisory
Services has authority to direct the agency as to what reporting will be acceptabie to the
Legislative Auditor. In all instances, I require that the agency head execute an affidavit wherein
the agency head describes, in detail, the date, time, and circumstances of the destruction of the
financial records. I further require that the agency head within the affidavit assure that there is a
plan for compiling the financial records and reporting as required by the audit law for subsequent
Yyears.

Once I have received the agency head’s affidavit and the Director of Advisory Services’
recommendation, I will tender the appropriate authority for that auditee’s reporting for the
catastrophic Year.
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